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Mrs. Reilly, President, 
Swansea Historical Society, 
Swansea, Wass. ae 


Dear Mrs. Reilly: | 
a "Mr, Frank W, Hutt of Taunton has suggested that 
you might be wilh tiesto assist ey in running down the facts 
T am after regarding the word, "“Bungtown,” | 
Tt has been Said that it was applied as an early 
place name (before 1784) to a section of Swansea, along the 
Palmer River and that later this section was called Barneyville, 
I am anxious to learn whether this is the truth and if so 
6 bsteblish approximately the date of the first usage of the 
word as this place name, Also am seeking to learn anything 
possible about how bas name originated and why it was applied 
to the locality. 
Any information at all on the subject will be 
greatly appreciated. If you do not happen to be able to 
supply any, then any suggestion as to where or to whom I 


might direct further inquiry, will be gratefully received, 


Very truly yours 


Q le 


Damon Ge Bouglas + 
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with Mrs. Marian Reilly, of the Swansea Histor-. . 

ical Society and that she might have given you 

aa ee informationon the subject. Would you. be nice 

eee i Oe enewgh $0. Leok through your file ané see whether 
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. / Megs Mariah Reilly =... © : 
.. Swansea Historical Society = | 
oS Ge Old Warren Road Payer 

Swansea, Masse  « 


(Dear Mra. Resatys 


» Phe lecation and origin of the word "Bungtown" is still 
- @ mystery. The Rhode Island Historical Society were 
«and - enough to inform me of your correspondence on this 
“2s = gubject in 19h) with Damon 9, Douglas of Caldwell, 
_ New dersey. I have been able to obtain copies of 
Douglas! letters to you but do not have your answers. 
The Douglas correspondence was apparently filed in the 
Barney papers at the Rhode Island Historical Society 
_ in view of the fact that Barneyville was suggested as 


occa es fms 
é ii : 


"the locale of Bungtown. | 


. ... “It is my purpose to write up a story on this subject 
er numismatic purposes just as Mr. Douglas wanted to 
 G@Oe IT have a great deal of additional material concern- 
_. amg the coins themselves but I am still lanking the. oe 
_.. specific information as to what community was called . 
. “SBungtown"® and when and why the name originated. 


5 Would you be kind enough to search your menory or your 
_ .. files and see whether you have anything along these: _ 


ae ly ae | ce Ds 
te | Cordially yours, ve 


ge sii iste 


"BRIG P. NEWMAN 
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| Swansea Center, Mass. = genet a acra 

Peay agama un a ae | 
Thank you, very much, for your letter of May 31, 1960. 


 Mre Douglas is sti11 living. His last address, accord- 
ing to my records, is Robert Treat Hotel, Newark, New 


_ Jersey. Be has not been well and has not been answer~ 


ing letters on numismatie subjeets for quite some time. 


“~ Weula it be possible for me to borrow the correspondence 


from him in your "Curreney" file covering the years 19)5< 
'19$1 and I will return it with great promptness. If you 


ot wleh to send it to the Missouri Historical Society, 


DeBaliviere at Lindell, st. Louls 12, Missouri, on. inter- 
library loan, that would be satisfactory as I am its 
OMRON ORs er Oa ee ae a ne 


Teds particularly important to me to find any suppart- 
ing daa to your statement that North Swansea was known 


a6 Bungtown until about 1800 when its name was changed 
. - 0 Barneyville. Is this mentioned in any books or any 
_ - fecords? You indieate that there should be a number of 
___ typed eepies of items you sent to Mr. Douglas and I am 
wondering if you recall where you located any of then. 


"Mr. Douglas's work was never published so far ag I know. 


W4th respect to the Bungtown coin which you are about to 


receive, I would like a complete description of its legends - 


and date, eto. and whether it comea from a family in the 
_ @rea who know itswas made in the area, I have the newse 
_ Paper articles of 178 with respect to the counterfeiting 
Of Copper coins in. your areae I will be glad to send a 
BOPP NO FOU ee ee war 


Your helpfulness will be most appreciated, 
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Dear Mrs, ‘Really: We Pe ve 


In your Leteer: of hig 1 you. ‘indicated you ‘were are to aca’ 
me the material concerning North Svansea being Bungtown, as. 

_ 800n as you could get to it. I am particularly interested 
in the eighteenth . century use of the name. Appparently the . 
Barney. shipyard is: subsequent to its use. . Mr, Mason Barney's 
father, or others, were building ships there during or before 
the American Revolutione Was there any industry on that | 
portion of Palmer's River prior to. 278)? It apparently was 
settled with the religious group of John Myles in the seven- 
teenth century and something must have been | going on Sere 
in she Prerhevoyutionary: GRY As. ie . 
You nay. be ‘interested. to. ‘now that the Paine Hope Penrisylvaniea 
Journal is still called "The Bungtown Bugle", based on Lambert- 
ville, New Jersey, across the Tiver, being known as "Bungtown® . 
since eighteenth century times» © This use of the name is- 
completely separate from the use of it in your community but 
the word "Bungtown" may have meant the same thing as applied 

to these two communities, besshaccac dhe that AP HARE hh is haben gi? 
| were the order of, wee aay es a 


as Lobx. ‘reewara. very much, be. Moa Panc: Peon you and am Seaeee 
ig this letter to endeavor to reduce. Pipi nineteenth” | 
sehen aopten e as Se “Bungtown/ 2 - 


eg " ta 











edacilaiy yours, Mid 





SWANSEA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
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SWANSEA CENTER, MASSACHUSETTS 
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Mrs. Marian Reilly” 
Swansea Historical Peete ty 





Dear Mrs. Reiilys 








Thank you, very much, for forverdini ak the ‘pate of. the me 


 S$wane@éa Historical Society relating to Bungtown. As you 


indicate, thereis nothing of eighteenth century origin which 


‘ties your community to the name. I am satisfied that the 


counterfeiting took place from 178 40 1766 and that Bung- 
town coppers were cast copies of other eoins. I. will. know. 
a lot more about this after I read @1l Of the local news- 


ehoeie: As far as 1753 is concerned, it would have no 


historical importance because cast Gopies of 1753 half- 
pennies could have been made auch Later and. ‘any genuine 
1753 halfpennies or counterfeit i picked would 
have come from England. 





I am convinced that the origin of tae” salen eb coun uke 
to do with any beng manufacturings It probably means a 
town where drunkenness and debauchery. wae carried One” 


I will certainly tet you know my findings after this hao 
been carefully studied and, eventually, it will be the — 
basis of a publication with other” RgeWa Mente? re of ened 
pepper coins of America. — : 


He 


Thank you for your ‘wholehearted. ao dee en's én. ana Rice your 


fine efforts in disproving much @f the CUR ada Second 
which has been written up Sn the poner : 









felis aotige 


DAMON G.DOUGLAS CO. inc. 


EST, 1931 


General Building a trecior 


605 BROAD ST., NEWARK 2, N. J. 
MARKET 2-2479 





August 4, 1960 


Mr. Eric Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores 
400 Washington Avenue 
Sts Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Thanks for your kind note. I'd enjoy talking 
Bungtown with you most anytime. 


Tl enclose a phote copy of my sourte's letter. 
Hiram Deats was an old timer, I'11 bet close to 80 
in 1946, an A.N.A. charter member I think. He 
was a fellow member with me on the Board of Trustees 
of the New Jersey Historical Society until his 
failing health prevented his attendance. I'd take 
as fact anything he wrote because he was a very 
careful and exact man. 


Sorry that all my coins were disposed of 
Some years ago and that my junky counterfeits went 


with them. 
Sincerely yours, 
F page 
Damon G. Douglas 
DGD:cb 


Enclosure 


Janaary 11, 1961 


lr. Damon G. Douglas 
605 Broad Street 
Newark 2, New Jersey 


Dear Damon: 


i am embarrassed to write you again to ask you to send ne 
a copy of the letter of Diets with respect to the Bungtown 
reference at Lambertville, New Jersey. I sent my copy of 
the letter to a Dr.Petrie, in New Hope, whe endeavored to 
aid me in running it down. He lost the letter. Would you 
be nice enough to send me another copy. 


This is a most difficult project to try to straighten out 
and I am bewildered by Diets’ source. I have ordered 
certified copies of every record I could imagine and still 
cannot find where he got his idea, 


If you want to tell me to whom you sold your collection, I 
would be most interested as there ere a couple of Machin's 
Milis pieces which I would very much like to acquire. If 
you prefer not to tell me, you could ask the owner whether 
he wishes to part with any of those, assuming that they 
have not changed hands. | ! 


I certainly hepe I can have the oppor tunity of coming to 
- see you and talking to you in the near future but, in the 
meantine, a Very Happy New Year. ; 


Sineerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb— 


Damon Greenleaf Douglas 
605 Broad Street 
Newark 2, New Jersey 


January 16, 1961 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
400 Washington Ave. 

ot. Louwis’2, Moe. 


Dear Eric: 


Enclosed is a photo copy of the Deats letter 
which, as I told you before, is my only source. 


Henry Grunthal of the American Numismatic 
Society helped me dispose of all my coins and I do 
not have any idea whether he knows what happened to 
the "English half-penny counterfeits''. A letter to him 
might possibly help but I doubt it. 


Sincerely, 


om 


DAMON G. DOUGLAS 


DGD: pt 
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